When Was Ella’s Law Introduced?

Ella’s Law, formally known as the Clean Air (Human Rights) Bill, was introduced in the UK
Parliament on 26 May 2022. Named after Ella Adoo-Kissi-Debrah, the first person in the
UK to have air pollution listed as a cause of death, the law aims to establish a legal right to
clean air and stricter pollution targets.

The Origins and Significance of Ella’s Law

Ella’s Story: A Catalyst for Change

Ella Adoo-Kissi-Debrah, a nine-year-old from Lewisham, died in 2013 after years of severe asthma
attacks linked to illegal levels of air pollution near her home. In a landmark 2020 inquest, the
coroner ruled that toxic air from traffic emissions contributed to her death—the first such ruling in
UK legal history. Her mother, Rosamund Adoo-Kissi-Debrah, became a relentless campaigner,
pushing for legislative change to prevent future tragedies.

What Does Ella’s Law Propose?
The Clean Air (Human Rights) Bill, if passed, would:

e Enshrine the right to clean air in UK law, aligning with World Health Organization (WHO)
guidelines.

¢ Set legally binding targets for particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10) and nitrogen dioxide
(NO2).

¢ Establish an independent watchdog to hold the government accountable for air quality
standards.

e Mandate public awareness campaigns on pollution risks and mitigation.

Current Status and Challenges

As of 2025, the bill has yet to become law, facing delays in parliamentary scrutiny. Critics argue over
feasibility, while supporters emphasise its necessity—air pollution contributes to 40,000 premature
UK deaths annually (Royal College of Physicians).

Why Clean Air Legislation Matters

1. Health Impacts: Poor air quality exacerbates respiratory diseases, heart conditions, and even
dementia. Children and vulnerable groups are disproportionately affected.

2. Economic Costs: The NHS spends £20 billion yearly treating air pollution-related illnesses
(Public Health England).

3. Environmental Justice: Low-income areas often face higher pollution levels, highlighting
systemic inequality.

How VENTI Aligns with Ella’s Mission

At VENTI, we champion mechanical ventilation solutions (like MVHR systems) to combat indoor
air pollution—a critical complement to outdoor air quality reforms. Proper ventilation reduces damp,
mould, and airborne toxins, safeguarding health in line with Ella’s legacy.

Take action today: Explore our ventilation systems to ensure your home meets the highest
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air quality standards.

The Fight for Clean Air in the UK
The Science Behind the Crisis

Air pollution isn’t just car exhaust—it’s a cocktail of PM2.5, NOz, and volatile organic
compounds (VOCs) from transport, industry, and even household products. These particles
penetrate lungs and bloodstreams, causing inflammation and long-term damage.

Policy Gaps and Loopholes

While the UK has reduced emissions since the 1950s “pea-souper” smogs, legal limits for PM2.5
remain twice as high as WHO recommendations. Ella’s Law seeks to close this gap, but lobbying
from industries reliant on fossil fuels has slowed progress.

Grassroots Movements and Global Context
Campaigners like Rosamund Adoo-Kissi-Debrah draw inspiration from global precedents:

e France’s “Loi sur I’Air” (1996): Recognised clean air as a basic right.
¢ India’s National Clean Air Programme (2019): Aims to cut pollution by 20-30%.

Practical Steps for Individuals

1. Monitor Air Quality: Use apps like AirVisual to check local pollution levels.

2. Reduce Indoor Pollution: Avoid aerosols, opt for low-VOC paints, and install MVHR
systems for filtered airflow.

3. Advocate Locally: Support clean-air zones and tree-planting initiatives.

The bottom line? Clean air isn’t a privilege—it’s a right. Ella’s Law is a pivotal step toward
justice, but systemic change requires collective pressure.



