
What is Fabric Maintenance?

Fabric maintenance refers to the ongoing process of preserving and repairing the
structural elements of a building, including its walls, floors, roofs, and other components
that form the building envelope. This practice ensures the longevity, safety, and energy
efficiency of the structure by addressing wear and tear, preventing deterioration, and
mitigating risks such as damp, mould, or structural failure.

In the UK house building, residential retrofit, home renovation, and extension sectors, fabric
maintenance is critical for complying with Building Regulations Part L (Conservation of Fuel
and Power) and Part C (Site Preparation and Resistance to Contaminants and Moisture). It
involves regular inspections, timely repairs, and proactive measures to maintain the integrity of the
building fabric.

Practical Examples:

Roof Maintenance: Replacing missing tiles or repairing leaks to prevent water ingress and1.
heat loss.
Wall Repairs: Addressing cracks or rendering issues to improve thermal performance and2.
prevent damp.
Floor Upkeep: Repairing subfloor ventilation systems to reduce moisture buildup and prevent3.
rot.
Window and Door Maintenance: Sealing gaps and replacing worn seals to enhance energy4.
efficiency.

Related Terms:

Building Envelope: The physical barrier between the interior and exterior of a building,1.
including walls, roofs, floors, windows, and doors.
Thermal Bridging: Heat loss through materials that conduct heat more readily than2.
surrounding materials, often addressed during fabric maintenance.
Retrofit Insulation: Adding insulation to existing buildings to improve energy efficiency,3.
often part of fabric maintenance.
Damp Proofing: Measures to prevent moisture ingress, crucial for maintaining fabric4.
integrity.
Air Tightness: The extent to which a building prevents uncontrolled air leakage, improved5.
through fabric maintenance.
Condensation Control: Managing moisture levels to prevent condensation-related damage, a6.
key aspect of fabric maintenance.
Structural Repairs: Addressing issues like cracks or subsidence that compromise the7.
building’s integrity.

https://www.venti-group.com/docs/what-is-fabric-maintenance/

