What is an Emergency Repair?

Emergency Repair refers to urgent, immediate fixes carried out to address critical health
and safety risks in residential or commercial buildings. These repairs are essential to
mitigate hazards that could cause harm to occupants or damage to the property. Examples
include addressing gas leaks, electrical faults, structural instability, or severe water leaks.

In the UK house building, residential retrofit, home renovation, and extension sectors, emergency
repairs are often governed by Building Regulations and Approved Documents, particularly Part
P (Electrical Safety) and Part J (Combustion Appliances and Fuel Storage Systems). These
regulations ensure that repairs meet safety standards and are carried out by qualified professionals.

Synonyms:

e Urgent repairs
¢ Critical fixes
e Immediate maintenance

Related Terms:

1. Gas Safe Register: The official list of gas engineers legally permitted to work on gas
appliances in the UK. Emergency gas repairs must be carried out by Gas Safe registered
engineers.

2. Building Regulations Approved Document P: Specifies electrical safety requirements,

including emergency electrical repairs.

Risk Assessment: A process to identify hazards and determine the urgency of repairs.

4. Damp Proofing: Emergency repairs may involve addressing severe damp issues to prevent
structural damage.

5. Health and Safety Executive (HSE): The UK body providing guidelines for safe repair
practices.
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Practical Examples:

¢ A gas leak detected in a residential property requires an emergency repair by a Gas Safe
registered engineer to prevent fire or carbon monoxide poisoning.

¢ A collapsed ceiling due to water damage necessitates immediate structural repairs to ensure
occupant safety.
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