
What are Capital Works?

Capital Works refer to significant construction or renovation projects that involve major
upgrades, replacements, or extensions to a building’s structure or systems. These works
typically require substantial investment and are often undertaken to improve the
functionality, safety, or energy efficiency of a property. Examples include roof
replacements, structural alterations, or the installation of new heating and ventilation
systems.

In the UK, Capital Works are commonly associated with residential retrofits, home renovations, and
extensions. They are governed by Building Regulations and must comply with Approved Documents,
particularly those related to structural integrity, fire safety, and energy performance (e.g., Approved
Document L for conservation of fuel and power).

Related Terms:

Retrofitting: The process of adding new technology or features to older systems, such as1.
upgrading insulation or installing energy-efficient windows.
Approved Document L: A UK Building Regulation document that sets standards for the2.
conservation of fuel and power in buildings.
Energy Performance Certificate (EPC): A document that rates the energy efficiency of a3.
property, often influenced by Capital Works.
Part L Compliance: Ensuring that building works meet the energy efficiency requirements4.
outlined in Approved Document L.
Whole House Ventilation: A system designed to provide consistent airflow throughout a5.
property, often installed as part of Capital Works to improve indoor air quality.
Building Control: The regulatory process that ensures construction projects comply with6.
Building Regulations.
Thermal Bridging: Heat loss through materials that conduct heat more readily than7.
insulation, often addressed during Capital Works.

Practical Examples:

A homeowner replaces an outdated roof with a modern, insulated roof to improve thermal
performance and comply with Part L regulations.
A residential retrofit project involves installing a whole-house ventilation system to enhance
indoor air quality and meet Building Regulation requirements.
A property extension includes the installation of triple-glazed windows and additional
insulation to achieve a higher EPC rating.
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