
Disrepair

A legal and contractual term describing a property’s failure to meet minimum habitability or
maintenance standards, particularly in social housing. Governed by obligations under the Landlord
and Tenant Act 1985 (UK), disrepair often triggers disputes over landlord responsibilities and tenant
rights.

A state where a property exhibits defects due to poor maintenance, ageing, or neglect,
rendering it unfit for safe or comfortable occupation. In UK social housing, disrepair
claims typically involve breaches of the Implied Warranty of Habitability or tenancy
agreements.

Key Characteristics

Structural defects (e.g., subsidence, roof leaks)
Damp or mould caused by inadequate ventilation or insulation
Faulty heating, plumbing, or electrical systems
Failure to comply with the Decent Homes Standard (DHS).

Examples in UK Social Housing

Persistent damp in a 1970s tower block due to outdated cladding and lack of mechanical1.
ventilation.
Boiler breakdowns leaving tenants without heating for weeks, violating Section 11 repair2.
obligations.
Rotting window frames in post-war council houses, exacerbating energy inefficiency.3.

Case Study: Manchester Retrofit Project
A 2022 social housing estate in Manchester faced chronic disrepair linked to ageing brickwork and
single-glazed windows. Retrofit measures included:

Installing dMVHR (decentralised Mechanical Ventilation with Heat Recovery) systems
to combat damp.
Applying external wall insulation (EWI) compliant with PAS 2035 standards.
Upgrading heating systems to air-source heat pumps under the Social Housing
Decarbonisation Fund.
Outcome: 62% reduction in disrepair complaints and improved EPC ratings from D to B.

Synonym: Dilapidation (though often used for leasehold properties).

Related Terms

Decent Homes Standard (DHS): UK benchmark for housing quality (e.g., modern facilities,
thermal comfort).
Retrofitting: Upgrading existing buildings to improve performance (e.g., insulation, damp
proofing).
Housing Disrepair Protocol: Pre-action framework for resolving tenant-landlord disputes in
England/Wales.

Regulatory References

https://www.venti-group.com/definition/disrepair/


Homes (Fitness for Human Habitation) Act 2018
Building Safety Act 2022 (post-Grenfell reforms)
Local Government Ombudsman guidelines on handling complaints.


